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Budget hearings will be held on Tuesday, Feb. 19, at 10 
a.m. and Wednesday, Feb. 20, at 2:30 p.m., in Schroeder 
Auditorium, to present details on Stritch’s financial plan for 
the 2008-‘09 fiscal year.
Executive Vice President Peter Holbrook 
and Vice President for Business and Finance 
Karen Walrath will conduct the hearings, 
which will include question and answer 
periods. Both stressed that spending must 
advance Stritch’s strategic and financial 
plan, which was formulated with widespread 
University input and approved by the Board 
of Trustees.
Within the plan, priority will be given to 
spending for five major areas: salaries and 
benefits, technology, facilities, student life 
and enrollment/retention. The top priorities 
are salaries and benefits, which include 
raises and increases in retirement benefits 
and long-term disability insurance, and 
technology. 
“The University simply must invest more 
resources in technology to be able to 
move forward and advance our mission,” Holbrook said. 
“Technology is key to almost everything we do regarding 
teaching and learning, administration, and service to our 
community constituents, thus it has to be a top priority.”
At this time, the University also hopes to be able to increase 
the mileage reimbursement rate to 50 cents 
a mile, to bring it in line with the federal 
government’s rate, but spending ultimately 
will have to align with income, which remains 
linked primarily to enrollment. 
“We remain tuition-driven,” Holbrook said. 
“So, unless and until that changes, financial 
outlays are tied to the number of students 
we are able to attract and retain. And, as 
always, students must remain the center of 
everything we do. ”
Because resources are limited, the only 
other spending requests the University will 
consider are for increases in routine costs 
that are necessary to do business. No new 
positions or projects will be considered 
unless they would be self-funded through 
corresponding revenue.
Any questions regarding the budget, in 
advance of the hearings, should be directed 
to individuals’ respective deans and/or vice presidents. 
The budget will be presented to the Board of Trustees for 
approval on March 18.
Hearings to be held Feb. 19 and 20 on 2008-’09 budget
Pilgrims’ board explores ways to share Assisi experience 
A board formed in early 2007 by past Franciscan pilgrims 
is continuing its efforts to raise the profile of the pilgrimage 
program at Stritch. It seeks to formalize the role pilgrims play 
in the Stritch community and to foster personal and communal 
transformation. One of its primary goals is to underscore that 
the opportunity to participate in the pilgrimage is open to all 
members of the University community.
The idea for the board was hatched at a gathering of past 
pilgrims in December 2006 when those assembled discussed 
how to share the pilgrimage experience more deeply with 
Stritch and to utilize insight on Franciscan leadership. 
“There was enthusiasm about doing more, about using the 
experience to make ourselves of service to others,” said David 
Oswald, board chair, who is an associate professor and chair 
of the theater department and who was a pilgrim in 2000. 
The board meets once a month and invites representatives 
from all mission-related offices within the University to its 
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meetings. It has begun taking more responsibility in preparing pilgrims before they 
leave for Assisi and Rome and engaging them when they return. It also plans to 
play a greater role in the selection process for staff/faculty and student pilgrims.
 
The revised discernment process for faculty and staff hoping to experience the 
pilgrimage includes an initial meeting with Father Jim Gannon, OFM, campus 
priest and director of the Franciscan Mission and Values office, a written essay 
application and an interview. The five-member discernment committee includes 
four volunteers from the pilgrims’ board and one outside Franciscan, most 
recently Brother Patrick McCormack, OFM, ‘89.
In addition to its involvement in choosing pilgrims, an appeal the board made 
to past pilgrims resulted in funding an additional student pilgrim in December 
2007. The group also helped pilgrims play a greater role in annual events such 
as the Thanksgiving service and Christmas tree lighting ceremony, and it is 
developing working committees for each of the four Franciscan values, to help 
ensure their continued presence throughout the year. This year’s featured value 
is reverencing creation. 
“The pilgrims by nature are an ecumenical group,” said board member Mike 
Brauer, vice president for University Advancement. “We hope to help use that 
fact to our advantage in creating more ways to be together and keep a dialogue 
going about Francis, Clare and the Assisi experience.”
Former pilgrims who are interested in joining the board should contact Oswald 
at dloswald@stritch.edu or any of the board members listed below.
The members of the pilgrims’ board are:
Mike Brauer, vice president, University Advancement
Janat Davis, faculty services coordinator, College of Business and  
 Management
Paula Friedman, assistant professor, English
Fr. Jim Gannon, OFM, campus priest and director of Franciscan  
 Mission and Values
Sr. Margaret Klotz, OSF, director, Franciscan Center
Sean Lybeck-Smoak, assistant director of vocation programs,  
 Office of Vocation Development
Sr. Mary Ann Polasek, OSF, dean, College of Arts of Sciences
Sr. Barbara Reynolds, SDS, professor, Math/Computer Science
Dan Scholz, assistant professor and chair of Religious Studies
Sue Terry, associate professor, literacy and language development
Ruth S. Coleman 
College of 
Nursing seeks 
feedback for 
Accreditation 
visit
The Ruth S. Coleman College 
of Nursing is seeking comments 
from the public about the college 
in preparation for its Master 
of Science in Nursing (MSN) 
program continuing accreditation 
by the National League for Nursing 
Accrediting Commission (NLNAC). 
The MSN program will undergo 
a comprehensive evaluation 
visit March 5-7, 2008, by a team 
representing the NLNAC. The 
Ruth S. Coleman College of 
Nursing MSN program has held 
accreditation status since 2002.  
The public is invited to submit 
comments regarding the MSN 
program to:
Dr. Sharon Tanner, executive 
director
The National league for Nursing 
Accrediting Commission
61 Broadway, 33rd Floor
New York, NY 10006
     Or
Email: stanner@nlnac.org
Comments must address 
substantive matters related to 
the quality of the institution or its 
academic programs. Comments 
must be in writing and signed; 
comments cannot be treated as 
confidential.
All comments must be received 
by Feb. 13, 2008. 
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The Troubadour supports the overall 
mission, goals and objectives of Cardinal 
Stritch University, and is meant to serve as a 
communications tool for the campus community.
If you have feedback or story ideas, please 
contact Public Relations at prdept@stritch.edu. 
 
For complete information on University public 
relations, media relations and publications, 
please see the PR brochure, which is available 
in My Stritch by clicking on “Public Relations 
Information” in the “Other Employee Info Pages” 
folder under the “Employee Info” tab. 
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select “Troubadour” under “Other Employee Info 
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